
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 18, 2016
7:00 P.M.

1/18/2016 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant to public notice as required by law, Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton called the January 18, 2016 City Council meeting 
to order.  The following City Officials were present:

l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 
l Councilperson Robert Kumar-Misir 

l Councilperson Jeff Michalak 
l Councilperson Carolynn Stanley 
l Councilperson Jeff Tave 

l City Secretary Ann Vernon 
l LPD Chief Tom Savage

The following Officials were absent:

l Mayor Robert White 
l Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant

PLEDGES
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton led the pledges to both the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Regis Wrobleski of 418 Tallowood stated that he came to speak on behalf of Alex DeLeon.  Alex has been a good friend of 
his through church for many years.  At the church, Alex maintained and kept the church in good repair.  Alex also has a great 
will and power to help others in need.  Mr. Wrobleski said that Alex does not know that he came to speak for him and realizes 
that there is much to learn with the new city job, but he knows that given the chance Alex can do a good job. 

MAYOR'S REPORT ON CITY BUSINESS
Councilperson Stanley motioned to postpone this item since the Mayor was not present.  Councilperson Michalak seconded 
the motion and it was approved by all. 

New Protocol For Committee And Commission Reports To City Council

Potential Law Suit Filing Brought By "Texas Voices For Reason And Justice" Due To The City's Sexual Predator 
Ordinance 

Building Permit Five-Year Report

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Mr. Merchant was not present to give a report. 

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

l LPD Chief Tom Savage said that he has been addressing ordinance violation issues at three houses in the city.  A particular 

problem that he has run into is that the owners are absent from the homes so he cannot talk with them.  Recently one of the 

owners has returned, but he stated he will have to work with the real estate companies to pursue the others. 

l Chief Savage also reported that on the previous Sunday around 2 p.m., they received a report that a vehicle struck a parked 

vehicle in the 300 block of Lakeshore and then in the 400 block almost struck another.  The end result is that Officers caught 

up with the vehicle at Misty Lake and arrested the driver for being intoxicated. 

l The new Officer is about to be released into the third phase of training where he will be ghosted by other officers.  Currently, 

the department is looking at three candidates for one open position so they are hoping to get someone approved at the next 
LPD Commission meeting.

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

Request By Al Strahan To Use The Event Room At No Cost For Pack 389 For Annual Pinewood Derby Race
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read the variance request and clarified that it is a request for a one time use, not monthly or annual.  Mr. 

Strahan told the Council that previously the Scouts had used the Seabrook Community House, but would really prefer to use the El 
Lago Center which is a more central location.  Councilperson Kumar -Misir motion to approve the variance request to use the event 
room at no cost for Pack 389's Pinewood Derby Race and the motion was seconded by Councilperson Tave.  Councilperson Tave 

asked how many participants are from El Lago and was told about 50% of them were.  The motion carried with a vote of all in favor. 

Request By Kristi Rundell To Use The Event Room At No Cost For Brownie Troop Meetings
The variance request was read and then Councilperson Kumar-Misir motioned and Councilperson Michalak seconded approved the 
request to use the event room at no cost for Brownie Troop meetings.  When asked how many members there were in the troop, Mrs. 

Rundell said currently there are only four, but it is a new troop and they are hoping to add more.  Councilperson Stanley asked if there 

was any reason they were not meeting in a home and Ms. Rundell said that maybe one day they could, but that right now it was not 
possible.  Councilperson Tave asked about total who would be attending the meetings and Ms. Rundell said that the four members 

plus adults and leaders so approximately ten.  Councilperson Tave asked how many of the members were from El Lago and was told 

that two of them for sure were and she was unsure of the other two.  Ms. Rundell said that she hopes for as many as eight girls in the 

troop when asked by Councilperson Tave.  Councilperson Tave then said that it seems like "overkill" for the size of the room.  The 

motion to grant the variance carried with 4 in favor and with Councilperson Tave voting opposed. 

Maria Ludvig To Present Proposal For Water Fountain With Dual Bowl For McNair Park
This item was not addressed. 

Resolution 2016-01 Committing Funds For A Homestead Exemption
Councilperson Tave motioned to approve Resolution 2016-01 committing funds for a 2016 homestead exemption and Councilperson 
Kumar-Misir seconded it.  When asked, City Secretary Vernon explained that the resolution was just a formal commitment of funds 

that were already designated in the budget previously approved.  Also, that it would take another resolution approved by Council to un-
designate the funds if they changed their collective mind.  The motion carried with a vote of five in favor. 

FY2016 First Quarter Investment Report
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read the First Quarter Investment Report aloud.  Councilperson Stanley motioned to approve the report, 

Councilperson Tave seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

Request By Employee Alex De Leon To Receive Payment For Cost Of Refused Medical Insurance Benefits

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read this item aloud and announced that the Council would move into Executive Session as allowed by Texas 
Government Code Section 551.074 to discuss personnel matters.  Councilperson Stanley motioned to table this item to the end of the 

meeting.  Councilperson Kumar -Misir seconded the motion and it was approved by all.

After first addressing items 7.1, 7.2 and 8., Mayor Pro Tem Skelton adjourned the meeting into Executive Session at 7:30 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton re-covened the City Council meeting at 7:48 p.m.  

Mayor Pro Tem Skelton asked if there were any motions on this item, there was no action taken.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS:

October 19, 2015 City Council Meeting Minutes
Councilperson Michalak motioned and Councilperson Kumar-Misir seconded approving the October 19th minutes as written.   The 
motion carried by a unanimous decision. 

November 16, 2015 City Council Meeting Minutes
Councilperson Stanley motioned to approve the November 16th minutes and Councilperson Kumar-Misir seconded the motion. 
 Councilperson Tave stated that there was considerable discussion which took place in the workshop and he would like to see the 

discussion recorded.  The motion carried with four in favor and with Councilperson Tave voting opposed. 

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton said he still plans to bring a discussion regarding renovation of the baseball field before the Council. 

ADJOURNMENT
Councilperson Michalak motioned and Councilperson Tave seconded adjourning the meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton 
adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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