
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2016

7:00 P.M.

The following minutes are record votes only.  Recordings of the minutes can be requested through the City Secretary's office.

7/18/2016 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant to public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the July 18, 2016 City Council Meeting to order at 7:24 p.m.

The following city officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 

l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 
l Councilman Jim Kelly 

l Councilman Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilman Jeff Michalak 
l City Secretary Ann Vernon

The following city official was absent:

l Councilman Mark Briggs

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Jeff Tave of 302 Pineview Circle thanked Council for bringing the FY2015 audit forward for approval.  He also said that he 
was unclear on whether or not all had been approved and submitted for residents to receive the homestead exemption; he 
wanted to just make sure that all final documents or other needed items were in place.  Mr. Tave said that he is a tennis 
player and that the city's courts were in rough shape.  He asked the Council to consider allocating funds received from tennis 
towards the repair of the courts.

Maggie Asher of 1835 Raintree Circle and property manager for the Taylorcrest Homeonwer's Association said she didn't 
like having to "be the bad guy" but likes it less when someone disregards all the the deed restrictions and codes.  She 
requested that the Council do what is right; to maintain the integrity of the city's laws, enforce the city's code and support the 
HOA by not approving the appeal on the driveway.

MAYOR'S REPORT ON CITY BUSINESS

Mayor White reported the following:

l The El Dorados won their division and so they won a bet to shave the Mayor's head; 

l The 4th of July parade was a big success with special thanks to the drum line, to Nathan Warner for the guitar solo 
of the Star Spangled Banner and for all those who came out and participated; 
l There will be the Sundae Funday on Labor Day weekend including a dive-in movie; ice cream will be provided, bring 
a sundae topping to share; and 
l El Lago has negotiated and achieved a 5% discount for residents that want to sign up with Green Mountain Energy. 

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Chief Savage reported the following:

l The LPD had the employee banquet.  There were a lot of city people there and that was important to the employees so he 

thanked the city for that. 

l There have been no additional leads for the burglary of the motor vehicles.  Evidently the guy doing the burglaries has moved 

off to another areas. 

l The transition of moving dispatch to Webster is going well but there are a few kinks to work out.  Webster dispatch will not 

be able to give variances for overnight parking so Chief said he is working on an email system to refine the procedure. 
 Otherwise, all contracts have been signed, the server is being reworked with a new firewall and all should be ready to go by 

October 1st.  

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant presented a plaque from Harris County in recognition of El Lago's partnership 
and leadership in emergency preparedness planning.  Mr. Merchant then presented Council with copies of an "Emergency 

Management Overview" and verbally reviewed the document with Council.  A copy of the document is attached. 

OLD BUSINESS

APPEAL BY CHARLES SAGER OF 1618 FAIROAKS DR. OF BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION DENIAL 

Amy and Charles Sager of 1618 Fairoaks addressed the Council stating that they love El Lago.  Mrs. Sager then went on to say that 

they did not believe that the city ordinances were clear and so even though the permit application was denied, they chose to go 

forward with installing the addition to their driveway.  They then gave a slide presentation which included their version of  the timeline of 

events leading up to and after the pouring of the additional driveway width, examples of other driveways in the city and reasons for why 

they believed their permit application was denied emphasizing that they thought it was selective enforcement. After a few questions, 

Mayor White called for a vote on granting the appeal.  The appeal was denied with Mayor Pro Tem Skelton voting in favor of granting 

the appeal and the other three council members voting opposed.

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

Event Room Variance Request By Jeannie Kubricht To Offer Free Knitting And/Or Crochet Classes To Residents
Mrs. Kubricht introduced herself to Council stating that she had always wanted to live in El Lago and they were finally able to 
purchase a home here back in April.  She said she would like to give back to the community and because she is super passionate 

about knitting she would like to offer free knitting and/or crocheting classes in the event room.  She does not plan to charge for the 

classes and so asked Council if they would waive the event room fee.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Mrs. Kubricht's 

request and Councilman Kumar-Misir seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote of four in favor. 

Consider Camp Gladiator's Request For Use Of The McNair Park Pavilion To Run Fitness Camps
Chase Williams and Paige Veron addressed the Council and said that the fitness camps they would like to host in McNair Park would 
be for any fitness level of those 18 years of age and up.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 
approval of allowing the Camp Gladiator's use of McNair Park for their fitness Camps.  After further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem 

Skelton motioned to postpone approval and allow Mayor White to negotiate the details of Camp Gladiator's park use and then bring it 
back to Council for final approval on August 15th.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Michalak and approved unanimously. 

Fiscal Year 2015 Audit Report By Stephanie Harris Of Belt Harris & Pachacek
Stephanie Harris of Belt Harris Pechacek told Council that they are issuing a clean, unmodified opinion of the City's FY2015 audited 
financial statement.  Unmodified meaning that it is the highest level of assurance that they can give that the City's financial 

statements are materially correct and that all disclosures are made in accordance with generally accepted accounting principals. 
 She also said that the city's net position increased by approximately 2.3 million primarily due to the infrastructure improvements 

made by Harris County.  After the full financial statement review, Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve the final FY2015 
audited financial statement.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Kelly and approved by all present. 

Consider An Amendment To Chapter 15, Article II "Driveways" Of The Code Of Ordinances
City Attorney Val Perkins asked the Council to amend the ordinance to include changing all references in Chapter 15 from the City 
Secretary to the Building Official.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve Ordinance 440 with the amendment of changing all 
references in Chapter 15 from the City Secretary to the Building Official.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and it was 

approved unanimously. 

Receive And Consider Recommendations From Planning & Commission For Zoning Ordinance Changes As Follows:

1. In § 5.05 Zone B, Subsection (4): Add (i) Smoke Shops to the list of uses for which a special use permit may be granted by an 
affirmative vote of 4 Councilmembers.  

2. In § 5.05, Zone B, Subsection (3): Add (l) Tattoo Parlors to the list of uses specifically prohibited. 
3. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (4)(iii) to read:  “Such structural alterations, improvements or reconstructions 
which are structural in nature are made during its lifetime…”

4. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (6) to read:  “No nonconforming use shall be changed to another nonconforming 
use. ”
5. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses, Add a new Subsection (4)(v) to read: 
“ Such change has the purpose of expanding off-street parking and/or off-street loading capabilities. ” Delete “or ” at the end of 
Subsection 4(iii) and add “or ” at the end of Subsection 4(iv).
6. In §5.05(2)(n): Add a new condition (4) for Retail stores and other businesses supplying everyday shopping needs of the immediate 
neighborhood, as follows: “(4)  That wares may be displayed on the sidewalk in front of their location and/or in their parking lot limited 
to hours of normal operation, not before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m. and any such display is limited to 50% of the store front, not to 
extend beyond 10 feet out from the front of the building. ” Delete “and” at the end of condition (2) and add “and” at the end of condition 
(3). 

7. In §5.04(17) Delete portion of the sentence as follows: “… unless said vehicle(s) has/have been parked, stored or left standing on 
the property in accordance with this subsection on the date of the passage of this ordinance.”
8. Add a new §5.04 (2) to read as follows:
(2A)   Any person desiring to cut any curb or otherwise construct any driveway for the purpose of ingress and egress to and from the 

property to be served shall make application for a permit to the building official. The application shall be in writing and shall be 
accompanied by a plat or map of the property upon which the driveway is to be located. If approved by the building official, the city 
secretary shall charge a minimum fee of forty dollars ($40.00) for the issuance of the permit. The fee shall cover the expenses of the 
issuance of the permit. No permit shall be issued to authorize the construction of a driveway or improved flat surface within the 
building setback lines described and contained in subsection (11) of this section unless the driveway extends from the curb (i) into the 
garage located on the property or, if there is no garage there located, to the back building line of the residence house on the property, 
or (ii) back to the curb if the curb cuts are separated by a distance of at least thirty-five (35) feet. In addition, a permit shall be issued 

to authorize said construction if a part of the permitted driveway or improved flat surface commences behind the front building setback 
line and extends to a fence or into the back yard of the property.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, no permit shall be 

issued to authorize the construction of a driveway which, when added to all other improved surfaces or structures (excepting 
sidewalks), takes up more than 35% of the total area located between the curb and the building line of the residence house on the 
property to be served by the driveway.  For a residence house located on a corner lot, this percentage of improved surface prohibition 

does not apply to a driveway sought to be permitted from the side street of the lot on which the residence house is located. 

When asked about receiving variances from the Board of Adjustment for Zoning ordinances, City Attorney Val Perkins said that is is a 
"necessity standard" when granting zoning ordinance variances.  If the denial of a permit is making it impossible for an owner to use 

the property as intended then a variance can be granted.  For example, a handicapped van may need extra width for a driveway in 

which case a variance could be granted.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Ordinance 441 making recommended zoning 

ordinance changes.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and the ordinance was approved unanimously.

Amendment To Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between The Cities Of Taylor Lake Village And El Lago 
Councilman Kumar motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded approving the amendment to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement 
between Taylor Lake Village and El Lago.  The motion was approved with a vote of four in favor. 

Approve The Following Quarterly Investment Reports
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read the quarterly investment reports aloud and they were approved unanimously after a motion from 
Councilman Kelly and a second from Councilman Kumar-Misir. 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 11, 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Councilman Michalak motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2016 City Council 
meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton asked that it be captured that Councilman Briggs made a good point that for the next year, 
the city's insurance should be taken to market.  The motion to approve the minutes was approved by all present. 

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA
Councilman Kelly asked if there were specific areas of the budget that each Councilperson should work on and he also 
asked for Council to consider improvements in the roads and sidewalks. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Councilman Kumar-Misir motioned to adjourn the meeting .  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Michalak and approved by all four members present.  Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 

Attachments to the Minutes: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2016

7:00 P.M.

The following minutes are record votes only.  Recordings of the minutes can be requested through the City Secretary's office.

7/18/2016 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant to public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the July 18, 2016 City Council Meeting to order at 7:24 p.m.

The following city officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 

l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 
l Councilman Jim Kelly 

l Councilman Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilman Jeff Michalak 
l City Secretary Ann Vernon

The following city official was absent:

l Councilman Mark Briggs

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Jeff Tave of 302 Pineview Circle thanked Council for bringing the FY2015 audit forward for approval.  He also said that he 
was unclear on whether or not all had been approved and submitted for residents to receive the homestead exemption; he 
wanted to just make sure that all final documents or other needed items were in place.  Mr. Tave said that he is a tennis 
player and that the city's courts were in rough shape.  He asked the Council to consider allocating funds received from tennis 
towards the repair of the courts.

Maggie Asher of 1835 Raintree Circle and property manager for the Taylorcrest Homeonwer's Association said she didn't 
like having to "be the bad guy" but likes it less when someone disregards all the the deed restrictions and codes.  She 
requested that the Council do what is right; to maintain the integrity of the city's laws, enforce the city's code and support the 
HOA by not approving the appeal on the driveway.

MAYOR'S REPORT ON CITY BUSINESS

Mayor White reported the following:

l The El Dorados won their division and so they won a bet to shave the Mayor's head; 

l The 4th of July parade was a big success with special thanks to the drum line, to Nathan Warner for the guitar solo 
of the Star Spangled Banner and for all those who came out and participated; 
l There will be the Sundae Funday on Labor Day weekend including a dive-in movie; ice cream will be provided, bring 
a sundae topping to share; and 
l El Lago has negotiated and achieved a 5% discount for residents that want to sign up with Green Mountain Energy. 

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Chief Savage reported the following:

l The LPD had the employee banquet.  There were a lot of city people there and that was important to the employees so he 

thanked the city for that. 

l There have been no additional leads for the burglary of the motor vehicles.  Evidently the guy doing the burglaries has moved 

off to another areas. 

l The transition of moving dispatch to Webster is going well but there are a few kinks to work out.  Webster dispatch will not 

be able to give variances for overnight parking so Chief said he is working on an email system to refine the procedure. 
 Otherwise, all contracts have been signed, the server is being reworked with a new firewall and all should be ready to go by 

October 1st.  

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant presented a plaque from Harris County in recognition of El Lago's partnership 
and leadership in emergency preparedness planning.  Mr. Merchant then presented Council with copies of an "Emergency 

Management Overview" and verbally reviewed the document with Council.  A copy of the document is attached. 

OLD BUSINESS

APPEAL BY CHARLES SAGER OF 1618 FAIROAKS DR. OF BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION DENIAL 

Amy and Charles Sager of 1618 Fairoaks addressed the Council stating that they love El Lago.  Mrs. Sager then went on to say that 

they did not believe that the city ordinances were clear and so even though the permit application was denied, they chose to go 

forward with installing the addition to their driveway.  They then gave a slide presentation which included their version of  the timeline of 

events leading up to and after the pouring of the additional driveway width, examples of other driveways in the city and reasons for why 

they believed their permit application was denied emphasizing that they thought it was selective enforcement. After a few questions, 

Mayor White called for a vote on granting the appeal.  The appeal was denied with Mayor Pro Tem Skelton voting in favor of granting 

the appeal and the other three council members voting opposed.

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

Event Room Variance Request By Jeannie Kubricht To Offer Free Knitting And/Or Crochet Classes To Residents
Mrs. Kubricht introduced herself to Council stating that she had always wanted to live in El Lago and they were finally able to 
purchase a home here back in April.  She said she would like to give back to the community and because she is super passionate 

about knitting she would like to offer free knitting and/or crocheting classes in the event room.  She does not plan to charge for the 

classes and so asked Council if they would waive the event room fee.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Mrs. Kubricht's 

request and Councilman Kumar-Misir seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote of four in favor. 

Consider Camp Gladiator's Request For Use Of The McNair Park Pavilion To Run Fitness Camps
Chase Williams and Paige Veron addressed the Council and said that the fitness camps they would like to host in McNair Park would 
be for any fitness level of those 18 years of age and up.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 
approval of allowing the Camp Gladiator's use of McNair Park for their fitness Camps.  After further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem 

Skelton motioned to postpone approval and allow Mayor White to negotiate the details of Camp Gladiator's park use and then bring it 
back to Council for final approval on August 15th.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Michalak and approved unanimously. 

Fiscal Year 2015 Audit Report By Stephanie Harris Of Belt Harris & Pachacek
Stephanie Harris of Belt Harris Pechacek told Council that they are issuing a clean, unmodified opinion of the City's FY2015 audited 
financial statement.  Unmodified meaning that it is the highest level of assurance that they can give that the City's financial 

statements are materially correct and that all disclosures are made in accordance with generally accepted accounting principals. 
 She also said that the city's net position increased by approximately 2.3 million primarily due to the infrastructure improvements 

made by Harris County.  After the full financial statement review, Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve the final FY2015 
audited financial statement.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Kelly and approved by all present. 

Consider An Amendment To Chapter 15, Article II "Driveways" Of The Code Of Ordinances
City Attorney Val Perkins asked the Council to amend the ordinance to include changing all references in Chapter 15 from the City 
Secretary to the Building Official.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve Ordinance 440 with the amendment of changing all 
references in Chapter 15 from the City Secretary to the Building Official.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and it was 

approved unanimously. 

Receive And Consider Recommendations From Planning & Commission For Zoning Ordinance Changes As Follows:

1. In § 5.05 Zone B, Subsection (4): Add (i) Smoke Shops to the list of uses for which a special use permit may be granted by an 
affirmative vote of 4 Councilmembers.  

2. In § 5.05, Zone B, Subsection (3): Add (l) Tattoo Parlors to the list of uses specifically prohibited. 
3. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (4)(iii) to read:  “Such structural alterations, improvements or reconstructions 
which are structural in nature are made during its lifetime…”

4. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (6) to read:  “No nonconforming use shall be changed to another nonconforming 
use. ”
5. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses, Add a new Subsection (4)(v) to read: 
“ Such change has the purpose of expanding off-street parking and/or off-street loading capabilities. ” Delete “or ” at the end of 
Subsection 4(iii) and add “or ” at the end of Subsection 4(iv).
6. In §5.05(2)(n): Add a new condition (4) for Retail stores and other businesses supplying everyday shopping needs of the immediate 
neighborhood, as follows: “(4)  That wares may be displayed on the sidewalk in front of their location and/or in their parking lot limited 
to hours of normal operation, not before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m. and any such display is limited to 50% of the store front, not to 
extend beyond 10 feet out from the front of the building. ” Delete “and” at the end of condition (2) and add “and” at the end of condition 
(3). 

7. In §5.04(17) Delete portion of the sentence as follows: “… unless said vehicle(s) has/have been parked, stored or left standing on 
the property in accordance with this subsection on the date of the passage of this ordinance.”
8. Add a new §5.04 (2) to read as follows:
(2A)   Any person desiring to cut any curb or otherwise construct any driveway for the purpose of ingress and egress to and from the 

property to be served shall make application for a permit to the building official. The application shall be in writing and shall be 
accompanied by a plat or map of the property upon which the driveway is to be located. If approved by the building official, the city 
secretary shall charge a minimum fee of forty dollars ($40.00) for the issuance of the permit. The fee shall cover the expenses of the 
issuance of the permit. No permit shall be issued to authorize the construction of a driveway or improved flat surface within the 
building setback lines described and contained in subsection (11) of this section unless the driveway extends from the curb (i) into the 
garage located on the property or, if there is no garage there located, to the back building line of the residence house on the property, 
or (ii) back to the curb if the curb cuts are separated by a distance of at least thirty-five (35) feet. In addition, a permit shall be issued 

to authorize said construction if a part of the permitted driveway or improved flat surface commences behind the front building setback 
line and extends to a fence or into the back yard of the property.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, no permit shall be 

issued to authorize the construction of a driveway which, when added to all other improved surfaces or structures (excepting 
sidewalks), takes up more than 35% of the total area located between the curb and the building line of the residence house on the 
property to be served by the driveway.  For a residence house located on a corner lot, this percentage of improved surface prohibition 

does not apply to a driveway sought to be permitted from the side street of the lot on which the residence house is located. 

When asked about receiving variances from the Board of Adjustment for Zoning ordinances, City Attorney Val Perkins said that is is a 
"necessity standard" when granting zoning ordinance variances.  If the denial of a permit is making it impossible for an owner to use 

the property as intended then a variance can be granted.  For example, a handicapped van may need extra width for a driveway in 

which case a variance could be granted.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Ordinance 441 making recommended zoning 

ordinance changes.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and the ordinance was approved unanimously.

Amendment To Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between The Cities Of Taylor Lake Village And El Lago 
Councilman Kumar motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded approving the amendment to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement 
between Taylor Lake Village and El Lago.  The motion was approved with a vote of four in favor. 

Approve The Following Quarterly Investment Reports
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read the quarterly investment reports aloud and they were approved unanimously after a motion from 
Councilman Kelly and a second from Councilman Kumar-Misir. 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 11, 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Councilman Michalak motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2016 City Council 
meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton asked that it be captured that Councilman Briggs made a good point that for the next year, 
the city's insurance should be taken to market.  The motion to approve the minutes was approved by all present. 

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA
Councilman Kelly asked if there were specific areas of the budget that each Councilperson should work on and he also 
asked for Council to consider improvements in the roads and sidewalks. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Councilman Kumar-Misir motioned to adjourn the meeting .  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Michalak and approved by all four members present.  Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 

Attachments to the Minutes: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2016

7:00 P.M.

The following minutes are record votes only.  Recordings of the minutes can be requested through the City Secretary's office.

7/18/2016 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant to public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the July 18, 2016 City Council Meeting to order at 7:24 p.m.

The following city officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 

l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 
l Councilman Jim Kelly 

l Councilman Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilman Jeff Michalak 
l City Secretary Ann Vernon

The following city official was absent:

l Councilman Mark Briggs

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Jeff Tave of 302 Pineview Circle thanked Council for bringing the FY2015 audit forward for approval.  He also said that he 
was unclear on whether or not all had been approved and submitted for residents to receive the homestead exemption; he 
wanted to just make sure that all final documents or other needed items were in place.  Mr. Tave said that he is a tennis 
player and that the city's courts were in rough shape.  He asked the Council to consider allocating funds received from tennis 
towards the repair of the courts.

Maggie Asher of 1835 Raintree Circle and property manager for the Taylorcrest Homeonwer's Association said she didn't 
like having to "be the bad guy" but likes it less when someone disregards all the the deed restrictions and codes.  She 
requested that the Council do what is right; to maintain the integrity of the city's laws, enforce the city's code and support the 
HOA by not approving the appeal on the driveway.

MAYOR'S REPORT ON CITY BUSINESS

Mayor White reported the following:

l The El Dorados won their division and so they won a bet to shave the Mayor's head; 

l The 4th of July parade was a big success with special thanks to the drum line, to Nathan Warner for the guitar solo 
of the Star Spangled Banner and for all those who came out and participated; 
l There will be the Sundae Funday on Labor Day weekend including a dive-in movie; ice cream will be provided, bring 
a sundae topping to share; and 
l El Lago has negotiated and achieved a 5% discount for residents that want to sign up with Green Mountain Energy. 

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Chief Savage reported the following:

l The LPD had the employee banquet.  There were a lot of city people there and that was important to the employees so he 

thanked the city for that. 

l There have been no additional leads for the burglary of the motor vehicles.  Evidently the guy doing the burglaries has moved 

off to another areas. 

l The transition of moving dispatch to Webster is going well but there are a few kinks to work out.  Webster dispatch will not 

be able to give variances for overnight parking so Chief said he is working on an email system to refine the procedure. 
 Otherwise, all contracts have been signed, the server is being reworked with a new firewall and all should be ready to go by 

October 1st.  

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant presented a plaque from Harris County in recognition of El Lago's partnership 
and leadership in emergency preparedness planning.  Mr. Merchant then presented Council with copies of an "Emergency 

Management Overview" and verbally reviewed the document with Council.  A copy of the document is attached. 

OLD BUSINESS

APPEAL BY CHARLES SAGER OF 1618 FAIROAKS DR. OF BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION DENIAL 

Amy and Charles Sager of 1618 Fairoaks addressed the Council stating that they love El Lago.  Mrs. Sager then went on to say that 

they did not believe that the city ordinances were clear and so even though the permit application was denied, they chose to go 

forward with installing the addition to their driveway.  They then gave a slide presentation which included their version of  the timeline of 

events leading up to and after the pouring of the additional driveway width, examples of other driveways in the city and reasons for why 

they believed their permit application was denied emphasizing that they thought it was selective enforcement. After a few questions, 

Mayor White called for a vote on granting the appeal.  The appeal was denied with Mayor Pro Tem Skelton voting in favor of granting 

the appeal and the other three council members voting opposed.

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

Event Room Variance Request By Jeannie Kubricht To Offer Free Knitting And/Or Crochet Classes To Residents
Mrs. Kubricht introduced herself to Council stating that she had always wanted to live in El Lago and they were finally able to 
purchase a home here back in April.  She said she would like to give back to the community and because she is super passionate 

about knitting she would like to offer free knitting and/or crocheting classes in the event room.  She does not plan to charge for the 

classes and so asked Council if they would waive the event room fee.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Mrs. Kubricht's 

request and Councilman Kumar-Misir seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote of four in favor. 

Consider Camp Gladiator's Request For Use Of The McNair Park Pavilion To Run Fitness Camps
Chase Williams and Paige Veron addressed the Council and said that the fitness camps they would like to host in McNair Park would 
be for any fitness level of those 18 years of age and up.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 
approval of allowing the Camp Gladiator's use of McNair Park for their fitness Camps.  After further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem 

Skelton motioned to postpone approval and allow Mayor White to negotiate the details of Camp Gladiator's park use and then bring it 
back to Council for final approval on August 15th.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Michalak and approved unanimously. 

Fiscal Year 2015 Audit Report By Stephanie Harris Of Belt Harris & Pachacek
Stephanie Harris of Belt Harris Pechacek told Council that they are issuing a clean, unmodified opinion of the City's FY2015 audited 
financial statement.  Unmodified meaning that it is the highest level of assurance that they can give that the City's financial 

statements are materially correct and that all disclosures are made in accordance with generally accepted accounting principals. 
 She also said that the city's net position increased by approximately 2.3 million primarily due to the infrastructure improvements 

made by Harris County.  After the full financial statement review, Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve the final FY2015 
audited financial statement.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Kelly and approved by all present. 

Consider An Amendment To Chapter 15, Article II "Driveways" Of The Code Of Ordinances
City Attorney Val Perkins asked the Council to amend the ordinance to include changing all references in Chapter 15 from the City 
Secretary to the Building Official.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve Ordinance 440 with the amendment of changing all 
references in Chapter 15 from the City Secretary to the Building Official.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and it was 

approved unanimously. 

Receive And Consider Recommendations From Planning & Commission For Zoning Ordinance Changes As Follows:

1. In § 5.05 Zone B, Subsection (4): Add (i) Smoke Shops to the list of uses for which a special use permit may be granted by an 
affirmative vote of 4 Councilmembers.  

2. In § 5.05, Zone B, Subsection (3): Add (l) Tattoo Parlors to the list of uses specifically prohibited. 
3. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (4)(iii) to read:  “Such structural alterations, improvements or reconstructions 
which are structural in nature are made during its lifetime…”

4. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (6) to read:  “No nonconforming use shall be changed to another nonconforming 
use. ”
5. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses, Add a new Subsection (4)(v) to read: 
“ Such change has the purpose of expanding off-street parking and/or off-street loading capabilities. ” Delete “or ” at the end of 
Subsection 4(iii) and add “or ” at the end of Subsection 4(iv).
6. In §5.05(2)(n): Add a new condition (4) for Retail stores and other businesses supplying everyday shopping needs of the immediate 
neighborhood, as follows: “(4)  That wares may be displayed on the sidewalk in front of their location and/or in their parking lot limited 
to hours of normal operation, not before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m. and any such display is limited to 50% of the store front, not to 
extend beyond 10 feet out from the front of the building. ” Delete “and” at the end of condition (2) and add “and” at the end of condition 
(3). 

7. In §5.04(17) Delete portion of the sentence as follows: “… unless said vehicle(s) has/have been parked, stored or left standing on 
the property in accordance with this subsection on the date of the passage of this ordinance.”
8. Add a new §5.04 (2) to read as follows:
(2A)   Any person desiring to cut any curb or otherwise construct any driveway for the purpose of ingress and egress to and from the 

property to be served shall make application for a permit to the building official. The application shall be in writing and shall be 
accompanied by a plat or map of the property upon which the driveway is to be located. If approved by the building official, the city 
secretary shall charge a minimum fee of forty dollars ($40.00) for the issuance of the permit. The fee shall cover the expenses of the 
issuance of the permit. No permit shall be issued to authorize the construction of a driveway or improved flat surface within the 
building setback lines described and contained in subsection (11) of this section unless the driveway extends from the curb (i) into the 
garage located on the property or, if there is no garage there located, to the back building line of the residence house on the property, 
or (ii) back to the curb if the curb cuts are separated by a distance of at least thirty-five (35) feet. In addition, a permit shall be issued 

to authorize said construction if a part of the permitted driveway or improved flat surface commences behind the front building setback 
line and extends to a fence or into the back yard of the property.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, no permit shall be 

issued to authorize the construction of a driveway which, when added to all other improved surfaces or structures (excepting 
sidewalks), takes up more than 35% of the total area located between the curb and the building line of the residence house on the 
property to be served by the driveway.  For a residence house located on a corner lot, this percentage of improved surface prohibition 

does not apply to a driveway sought to be permitted from the side street of the lot on which the residence house is located. 

When asked about receiving variances from the Board of Adjustment for Zoning ordinances, City Attorney Val Perkins said that is is a 
"necessity standard" when granting zoning ordinance variances.  If the denial of a permit is making it impossible for an owner to use 

the property as intended then a variance can be granted.  For example, a handicapped van may need extra width for a driveway in 

which case a variance could be granted.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Ordinance 441 making recommended zoning 

ordinance changes.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and the ordinance was approved unanimously.

Amendment To Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between The Cities Of Taylor Lake Village And El Lago 
Councilman Kumar motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded approving the amendment to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement 
between Taylor Lake Village and El Lago.  The motion was approved with a vote of four in favor. 

Approve The Following Quarterly Investment Reports
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read the quarterly investment reports aloud and they were approved unanimously after a motion from 
Councilman Kelly and a second from Councilman Kumar-Misir. 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 11, 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Councilman Michalak motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2016 City Council 
meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton asked that it be captured that Councilman Briggs made a good point that for the next year, 
the city's insurance should be taken to market.  The motion to approve the minutes was approved by all present. 

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA
Councilman Kelly asked if there were specific areas of the budget that each Councilperson should work on and he also 
asked for Council to consider improvements in the roads and sidewalks. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Councilman Kumar-Misir motioned to adjourn the meeting .  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Michalak and approved by all four members present.  Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 

Attachments to the Minutes: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY OF EL LAGO

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 18, 2016

7:00 P.M.

The following minutes are record votes only.  Recordings of the minutes can be requested through the City Secretary's office.

7/18/2016 - Minutes

COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant to public notice as required by law, Mayor White called the July 18, 2016 City Council Meeting to order at 7:24 p.m.

The following city officials were present:

l Mayor Robert White 

l Mayor Pro Tem John Skelton 
l Councilman Jim Kelly 

l Councilman Rob Kumar-Misir 
l Councilman Jeff Michalak 
l City Secretary Ann Vernon

The following city official was absent:

l Councilman Mark Briggs

PLEDGES
Mayor White led the pledges to the American and Texas flags. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Jeff Tave of 302 Pineview Circle thanked Council for bringing the FY2015 audit forward for approval.  He also said that he 
was unclear on whether or not all had been approved and submitted for residents to receive the homestead exemption; he 
wanted to just make sure that all final documents or other needed items were in place.  Mr. Tave said that he is a tennis 
player and that the city's courts were in rough shape.  He asked the Council to consider allocating funds received from tennis 
towards the repair of the courts.

Maggie Asher of 1835 Raintree Circle and property manager for the Taylorcrest Homeonwer's Association said she didn't 
like having to "be the bad guy" but likes it less when someone disregards all the the deed restrictions and codes.  She 
requested that the Council do what is right; to maintain the integrity of the city's laws, enforce the city's code and support the 
HOA by not approving the appeal on the driveway.

MAYOR'S REPORT ON CITY BUSINESS

Mayor White reported the following:

l The El Dorados won their division and so they won a bet to shave the Mayor's head; 

l The 4th of July parade was a big success with special thanks to the drum line, to Nathan Warner for the guitar solo 
of the Star Spangled Banner and for all those who came out and participated; 
l There will be the Sundae Funday on Labor Day weekend including a dive-in movie; ice cream will be provided, bring 
a sundae topping to share; and 
l El Lago has negotiated and achieved a 5% discount for residents that want to sign up with Green Mountain Energy. 

CITY OFFICIALS' REPORTS

LPD Chief Tom Savage To Report On Police Activity In The City

Chief Savage reported the following:

l The LPD had the employee banquet.  There were a lot of city people there and that was important to the employees so he 

thanked the city for that. 

l There have been no additional leads for the burglary of the motor vehicles.  Evidently the guy doing the burglaries has moved 

off to another areas. 

l The transition of moving dispatch to Webster is going well but there are a few kinks to work out.  Webster dispatch will not 

be able to give variances for overnight parking so Chief said he is working on an email system to refine the procedure. 
 Otherwise, all contracts have been signed, the server is being reworked with a new firewall and all should be ready to go by 

October 1st.  

Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant To Report On Emergency Preparedness In The City
Emergency Management Coordinator Tom Merchant presented a plaque from Harris County in recognition of El Lago's partnership 
and leadership in emergency preparedness planning.  Mr. Merchant then presented Council with copies of an "Emergency 

Management Overview" and verbally reviewed the document with Council.  A copy of the document is attached. 

OLD BUSINESS

APPEAL BY CHARLES SAGER OF 1618 FAIROAKS DR. OF BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION DENIAL 

Amy and Charles Sager of 1618 Fairoaks addressed the Council stating that they love El Lago.  Mrs. Sager then went on to say that 

they did not believe that the city ordinances were clear and so even though the permit application was denied, they chose to go 

forward with installing the addition to their driveway.  They then gave a slide presentation which included their version of  the timeline of 

events leading up to and after the pouring of the additional driveway width, examples of other driveways in the city and reasons for why 

they believed their permit application was denied emphasizing that they thought it was selective enforcement. After a few questions, 

Mayor White called for a vote on granting the appeal.  The appeal was denied with Mayor Pro Tem Skelton voting in favor of granting 

the appeal and the other three council members voting opposed.

NEW BUSINESS TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL

Event Room Variance Request By Jeannie Kubricht To Offer Free Knitting And/Or Crochet Classes To Residents
Mrs. Kubricht introduced herself to Council stating that she had always wanted to live in El Lago and they were finally able to 
purchase a home here back in April.  She said she would like to give back to the community and because she is super passionate 

about knitting she would like to offer free knitting and/or crocheting classes in the event room.  She does not plan to charge for the 

classes and so asked Council if they would waive the event room fee.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Mrs. Kubricht's 

request and Councilman Kumar-Misir seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote of four in favor. 

Consider Camp Gladiator's Request For Use Of The McNair Park Pavilion To Run Fitness Camps
Chase Williams and Paige Veron addressed the Council and said that the fitness camps they would like to host in McNair Park would 
be for any fitness level of those 18 years of age and up.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned and Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded 
approval of allowing the Camp Gladiator's use of McNair Park for their fitness Camps.  After further discussion, Mayor Pro Tem 

Skelton motioned to postpone approval and allow Mayor White to negotiate the details of Camp Gladiator's park use and then bring it 
back to Council for final approval on August 15th.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Michalak and approved unanimously. 

Fiscal Year 2015 Audit Report By Stephanie Harris Of Belt Harris & Pachacek
Stephanie Harris of Belt Harris Pechacek told Council that they are issuing a clean, unmodified opinion of the City's FY2015 audited 
financial statement.  Unmodified meaning that it is the highest level of assurance that they can give that the City's financial 

statements are materially correct and that all disclosures are made in accordance with generally accepted accounting principals. 
 She also said that the city's net position increased by approximately 2.3 million primarily due to the infrastructure improvements 

made by Harris County.  After the full financial statement review, Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve the final FY2015 
audited financial statement.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Kelly and approved by all present. 

Consider An Amendment To Chapter 15, Article II "Driveways" Of The Code Of Ordinances
City Attorney Val Perkins asked the Council to amend the ordinance to include changing all references in Chapter 15 from the City 
Secretary to the Building Official.  Councilman Kumar -Misir motioned to approve Ordinance 440 with the amendment of changing all 
references in Chapter 15 from the City Secretary to the Building Official.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and it was 

approved unanimously. 

Receive And Consider Recommendations From Planning & Commission For Zoning Ordinance Changes As Follows:

1. In § 5.05 Zone B, Subsection (4): Add (i) Smoke Shops to the list of uses for which a special use permit may be granted by an 
affirmative vote of 4 Councilmembers.  

2. In § 5.05, Zone B, Subsection (3): Add (l) Tattoo Parlors to the list of uses specifically prohibited. 
3. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (4)(iii) to read:  “Such structural alterations, improvements or reconstructions 
which are structural in nature are made during its lifetime…”

4. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses: Amend Subsection (6) to read:  “No nonconforming use shall be changed to another nonconforming 
use. ”
5. In §4.01 Nonconforming Uses, Add a new Subsection (4)(v) to read: 
“ Such change has the purpose of expanding off-street parking and/or off-street loading capabilities. ” Delete “or ” at the end of 
Subsection 4(iii) and add “or ” at the end of Subsection 4(iv).
6. In §5.05(2)(n): Add a new condition (4) for Retail stores and other businesses supplying everyday shopping needs of the immediate 
neighborhood, as follows: “(4)  That wares may be displayed on the sidewalk in front of their location and/or in their parking lot limited 
to hours of normal operation, not before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m. and any such display is limited to 50% of the store front, not to 
extend beyond 10 feet out from the front of the building. ” Delete “and” at the end of condition (2) and add “and” at the end of condition 
(3). 

7. In §5.04(17) Delete portion of the sentence as follows: “… unless said vehicle(s) has/have been parked, stored or left standing on 
the property in accordance with this subsection on the date of the passage of this ordinance.”
8. Add a new §5.04 (2) to read as follows:
(2A)   Any person desiring to cut any curb or otherwise construct any driveway for the purpose of ingress and egress to and from the 

property to be served shall make application for a permit to the building official. The application shall be in writing and shall be 
accompanied by a plat or map of the property upon which the driveway is to be located. If approved by the building official, the city 
secretary shall charge a minimum fee of forty dollars ($40.00) for the issuance of the permit. The fee shall cover the expenses of the 
issuance of the permit. No permit shall be issued to authorize the construction of a driveway or improved flat surface within the 
building setback lines described and contained in subsection (11) of this section unless the driveway extends from the curb (i) into the 
garage located on the property or, if there is no garage there located, to the back building line of the residence house on the property, 
or (ii) back to the curb if the curb cuts are separated by a distance of at least thirty-five (35) feet. In addition, a permit shall be issued 

to authorize said construction if a part of the permitted driveway or improved flat surface commences behind the front building setback 
line and extends to a fence or into the back yard of the property.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, no permit shall be 

issued to authorize the construction of a driveway which, when added to all other improved surfaces or structures (excepting 
sidewalks), takes up more than 35% of the total area located between the curb and the building line of the residence house on the 
property to be served by the driveway.  For a residence house located on a corner lot, this percentage of improved surface prohibition 

does not apply to a driveway sought to be permitted from the side street of the lot on which the residence house is located. 

When asked about receiving variances from the Board of Adjustment for Zoning ordinances, City Attorney Val Perkins said that is is a 
"necessity standard" when granting zoning ordinance variances.  If the denial of a permit is making it impossible for an owner to use 

the property as intended then a variance can be granted.  For example, a handicapped van may need extra width for a driveway in 

which case a variance could be granted.  Councilman Michalak motioned to approve Ordinance 441 making recommended zoning 

ordinance changes.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton seconded the motion and the ordinance was approved unanimously.

Amendment To Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between The Cities Of Taylor Lake Village And El Lago 
Councilman Kumar motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded approving the amendment to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement 
between Taylor Lake Village and El Lago.  The motion was approved with a vote of four in favor. 

Approve The Following Quarterly Investment Reports
Mayor Pro Tem Skelton read the quarterly investment reports aloud and they were approved unanimously after a motion from 
Councilman Kelly and a second from Councilman Kumar-Misir. 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 11, 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Councilman Michalak motioned and Councilman Kelly seconded to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2016 City Council 
meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Skelton asked that it be captured that Councilman Briggs made a good point that for the next year, 
the city's insurance should be taken to market.  The motion to approve the minutes was approved by all present. 

OTHER ITEMS COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FOR CONSIDERATION ON A FUTURE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA
Councilman Kelly asked if there were specific areas of the budget that each Councilperson should work on and he also 
asked for Council to consider improvements in the roads and sidewalks. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Councilman Kumar-Misir motioned to adjourn the meeting .  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Michalak and approved by all four members present.  Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 

Attachments to the Minutes: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW 

_____________________________________
Robert White, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Ann Vernon, City Secretary
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