
City of El Lago
CANDIDATES QUICK REFERENCE CALENDAR FOR MAY 3, 2025 GENERAL ELECTION

DATE . ACTION

December 15, 2025 - Last day to post on city's bulletin board notice of filing period for general election

January 1, 2026 - First day voters may apply for ballot by mail

January 14, 2026 -
First  day to file application for a place on the ballot
First day for filing declaration of write-in candidacy

February 4, 2026 -
City Council Regular Meeting: Council to issue Order of General Election  (Notice to be 
posted on bulletin board of City Hall after council meeting)

February 13, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. Deadline for candidates to file application for a place on the ballot; last day to 
order general election

February 16, 2026 - Post notice of drawing for order of names on ballot
February 17, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. Deadline for a write-in candidate to declare candidacy

February 18, 2026 - Deliver certificate of unopposed candidates to city council (if applicable)
February 19, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. Ballot position drawing at City Hall

February 20, 2026 -
5:00 p.m. Last day to withdraw (by a Certificate of Withdrawal) from an election and 
name not appear on the ballot.  First day to cancel election if candidates are unopposed

March 3, 2026 - Last day to deliver notice of the election the county clerk/elections administrator and 
voter registrar (via email is appropriate) & request initial list of voters.

March 4, 2026 - City Council Regular Meeting: Appoint election judges

March 12, 2026 - Recommended date to print ballots

March 13, 2026 - First day of mandatory office hours

March 18, 2026 -
Deadline to mail ballots to FPCA voters and other voters eligible for early voting because 
they are voting from outside the US. If application received after this date, ballots must 
be mail within 7 days of the application's receipt. 

April 2, 2026 -

Last day to register to vote in time for the General Election; last day to request list of 
registered voters from voter registrar
Last day to file first report of campaign contributions and expenditures for opposed 
candidates.

April 2-22, 2026 - Period for publishing notice of election in city newspaper

April 11, 2026 - Last day to post notice of election on city's bulletin board and website

April 20, 2026 - Last day to submit an application for a ballot to be voted by mail.
April 20, 2026 - First day to vote early by personal appearance 

April 22, 2026 -
Last day to submit an application for an FPCA from a registered voter & Last day for 
County Clerk to deliver final list of registered voters that submitted annual ABBM

April 24, 2026 - Last day for filing 2nd report of compaign contributiuons and expenditures by 5:00 PM 
or midnight if filed electronically.

April 28, 2026 - Last day to vote early by personal appearance

April 28-May 2, 2026 - Deliver early voting materials to EVBB to qualify ballots (Notices must be posted 24 
hours preceding delivery)

May 2, 2026 -
Election Day: Polls at City Hall open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Deliver early voting ballots to EVBB (second key is delievered by Chief of Police)
After 7:00 p.m. prepare unofficial tabulation of results
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May 4, 2026 -
Provisional ballots delivered to the County Clerk's office
Last day for receiving mail ballots if the delivery envelope arrives before 5 pm and has 
mark indicating it was placed for delivery at or before 7 pm

May 8, 2026 -

Last day to receive an FPCA ballot from a member of the US Armed Services
Last day for ID related provisional voter to resolve issue; voter registrar to complete the 
review of provisional ballots
Post notice of May 13, 2026 council meeting to canvass election returns
First day elected officials may qualify and assume duties of office but ONLY AFTER 
CANVASS IS CONDUCTED.

May 12, 2025 - Last day for EVBB to convene for counting provisional and mailed ballots

May 13, 2026 -

Council Meeting at 7:00 pm, Election Canvass, New Officials take Oath of Office (THIS 
IS THE LAST OFFICIAL DAY TO CANVASS THE ELECTION)
Issue certifcation of election, statement of elected officer, and oath of office to newly 
elected officials

June 11, 2026 - Last day of mandatory office hours
July 15, 2026 - Last day for filing semiannual report of contributions and expenditures.

March 3, 2028 - Last day of preservation period for ballots and other election records (excluding 
candidate applications).

May 3, 2028 - Last day of preservation period for candidate applications.
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